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concept overview
Springwood High School has a long history of excellence in the 
Creative and Performing Arts. Over recent years the school has 
developed a timetable of performances that seeks to involve as 
many students as possible in Music, Dance, Drama, Poetry and 
the Visual Arts. This timetable revolves around our biennial musi-
cal which over the past four years has developed a reputation for 
outstanding performance. The last two shows were performances 
of ‘The Wedding Singer’ in 2012 and ‘13’ in 2014. Over this time 
we have also sought to include as many public school students 
from the local area in the creative process. In conjunction with our 
most recent musical ‘13’ public school students opened each night 
of performance with performances of ‘12’, a prelude written by 
staff and students from Springwood High School.

In 2015, as we are not working towards a musical, Springwood 
High School is trying something new. After discussions about 
our last showcase night, we decided to build the show around a 
pre-existing art practice. Allowing students to respond and in doing 
so allowing more freedom to create and explore their creative 
mediums. In our search for artistic influence we came across the 
work of Tamara Mendels. A local artists who in recent years has 
gained a reputation for her unique and risk-taking art practice both 
at home and abroad. As a Creative and Performing Arts faculty we 
thought she was the perfect choice, as her gestural work provided 
both the structure and abstract freedom for a range of creative 
pursuits. In addition to the concept we were pleased to hear that 
Tamara and the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre were excited 
about the idea, and have been incredibly generous with their time 
and access to Tamara’s work.

It has been pleasing to hear that so many of our students have 
visited Tamara’s recent exhibition, and gained a deep appreciation 
for both the aesthetic and conceptual aspects of her exhibition 
‘White Out’.

Across the show you will see a number of visual and conceptual 
references to Tamara’s work, and we challenge the audience to 
consider how these works on stage and screen are linked to the 
work of Tamara Mendels.



tamara mendels
Tamara Mendels’ new series of paintings, ‘White Out’, is a striking 
and cohesive body of work. Mendels’ visual language is one she 
has developed through a rigorous and sustained painting practice. 
Her technique for making these works is both complex and disci-
plined. Layers of expressive underpainting are captured in a ges-
ture made in clear resin. A final layer of white enamel paint then 
erases the remainder of the background, leaving us with only a hint 
of what lies below the surface. Two simple lines, one black and one 
red, stand out among the more complex, brightly coloured forms 
of many of the works. The simplicity of these two works communi-
cates the importance of the artist’s final gesture. After building the 
underpainting over a period of time, this gesture takes place in one 
fluid and quickly executed moment. As we begin to visually under-
stand this process, we see that many of these lines and forms reas-
sert themselves throughout the series. The effect is rhythmic. The 
repetition of formal elements draws us into a narrative between the 
works. The narrative is ambiguous, but filled with intrigue—driven 
by colour, form and line, figure and ground. In most of the works, 
the gesture is contained within the frame of the canvas, mapping 
movement, contemplating time. In a few of the works however, this 
framing is interrupted; the space and time of the works becomes 
unbounded. 

We can see and feel the influence of her forebears in these works: 
the expressive lines of Franz Kline and Brice Marden; the repeti-
tion of forms as in the work of Robert Motherwell; and in her dis-
cussion of the recurring innate mask or badge- like form, Mendels 
expresses her affinity with, and respect for, such key influences as 
Georg Baselitz and Jonathan Lasker. 

(Extract from an essay by Hayley Megan French)



dance

Junior Ensemble - ‘White’
‘White’ was inspired by Tamara Mendels all white art work. After 
exploring various ideas that emerged from ‘white’, the junior en-
semble work explores the idea of following the crowd, much like a 
sheep, and the ever evolving process of creating your own ‘colour’, 
taking your own path instead of just following the crowd.

Artwork by Tamara Mendels - White on White

Chiquita Chowdhury 
Eliza Curry

Mckenna Dimmock
Izobelle Firmstone
Jessica Kennedy
Abbi Robinson

Morgaine Sharp
Maya Voysey
Amy Witherow

Xandy Whatmuff



‘To This Day’ was inspired by Tamara Mendels work, the black out-
line around the colours inspired feelings of being trapped. ‘To this 
Day’ explores bullying, in particular the use of hurtful words, and 
how name calling can have long term effects, long after school has 
finished. 

 

Artwork by Tamara Mendels - Multi Map

Lucy Adams
Martha Aubrey

Jade Boyce
Emma Cass 
Alayna Frew
Felicity Hall
Audrey Lock
Chris Olley

Ella Rynehart
Abby Seaman
Abbey Travers

Rachel Witherow



Year 9 Dance -
‘Subtle Contrast’

‘Subtle Contrast’ has been inspired by the Tamara Mendels work 
‘Two Reds’. The contrast in colours inspired an exploration dance 
on the evolving style of Jazz dance, and its ability to take new 
directions and subtle changes to still remain relevant and popular 
today.  This is a student choreographed work. 

 

Artwork  by Tamara Mendels - Two Reds 

Felicia Bates
Eliza Curry

Izobelle Firmstone
Caitlin Morrison
Abi Robinson

Katerina Skoubiev
Caitlin Stratford
Naomi Taylor 



Year 10 Dance - ‘Youth’
 
This Tamara Mendels work inspired the idea of a rollercoaster. In 
particular, the up and down shapes in the image and it’s dynamic 
sense of movement. As a student choreographed dance, the work 
has been inspired by the ups and downs of being a teenager. 

Artwork by Tamara Mendels - Multi Loop #4

Martha Aubrey
Georgia Audley

Felicity Hall
Niamh Hanrahan
Chloe Henderson
Lauryn Hitchens
Annie Howard
Audrey lock

Sally Marshall
Abbey Maxwell

Brooke McClement
Kate Smith

Jessica Thompson
Abbey Travers 



drama ensemble
Performance Title:   ‘The Web’
Participants:    Laila Chesterman
     Danielle Collier
     Katherine Crosse
     Ashleigh Grimshaw
     Sophie Jansons
     Caitlin Marlor
     Emily Pickering
     Delilah Scott
     Zoe Scott
     Hannah Travers
     Xandy Whatmuff
     Ariana Schmidt

Student Director:   Mara Lee-Griswold
  
The Junior Drama ensemble began by working on physicalising 
images inspired by a range of the Tamara Mendels artworks. The 
piece entitled ‘Multi Ring Black Stripe’ led to experimentation with 
an image of a spider-web and this, in turn, led to discussion of how 
a contemporary world is a complex and intricate series of techno-
logical connections. The students wanted to explore a drama piece 
where the impact of technology could be examined. They deter-
mined that, although the ease of social interactions afforded by so-
cial media in particular, is a huge positive, it can easily be misused 
and abused by those who control that media. In the end, there was 
a need to communicate that SOMEONE must be at the helm, and 
we wondered what their motivation in getting everyone on devices 
might be. This is what ultimately led to our creation: ‘The Web’. 
Although the process began through teacher-led rehearsals and 
exploration, the students quickly took ownership of this process 
until it became a student directed one. 



year 9 music
Both Year 9 Music pieces have been inspired by several aspects 
of Tamara Mendels’ works. Both “Don’t Stop Believing” and “Su-
perstition” are built upon multiple layers of sound; the ‘textures’ 
are crucial components of the pieces. They both feature unique 
‘tone colours’ (combinations of instruments), and on a more met-
aphorical level, both pieces are perhaps the ‘bright spots’ of the 
respective artists’ discographies. 
Much like the art works seen here, Year 9 has worked to establish 
contrast, familiar shapes, and intriguing changes within both of 
these pieces.

YEAR 9 MUSIC – 
“DON’T STOP BELIEVING” – Journey
Baillie-Rae Cobb
Eliza Curry
Macklan de Groot
Izobelle Firmstone
Lachlan Grimshaw
Natasha Jackman
Grace McGarry
Annabel McInnes
Jarrod Robins
Hugo Scott
Jackson Sharp
Caitlin Stratford
Naomi Taylor

“SUPERSTITION” – Stevie Wonder

Bella Brown
Eliza Curry
David Driscoll
Maddison McCloghry
Hugo Scott
Peter Simpson 
Caitlin Stratford
Lucas Staton
Naomi Taylor



photography 
&

film
Student submissions were received from students froms Year 7-12 
in both digital photographic and video form. Student work had the 
option of responding to either the visual characteristics of Tamara 
Mendel’s work or the following concepts that were integral to her 
recent exhibition at the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre. 

1. iPhone drawings, showing the intimacy of technology and 
its relationship to painting and the handmade
2. The white paint and how it acts as a form of eraser, reveal-
ing and concealing isolated gestural markings
3. Creating ambiguity between background, foreground, posi-
tive and negative, solid and void.
4. The interplay of scale and the dialogue between the digital 
and the handmade.

Examples of student work will be shown via projection through-
out the ‘Response’ showcase. The conceptual choice selected by 
each student will also be shown in the show, to allow audiences to 
interpret the diverse range of student submissions.



poetry
The poetry shared in tonight’s program was written by Spring-
wood High School students in response to a poetry competition 
run by the English Department early in the year.  Students were 
asked to respond to one of four Tamara Mendels artworks: ‘Multi 
Ring Black Stripe’, ‘Linked In’,  ‘Blue Black Loop’ or ‘Luminescent 
Ultramarine Bolt’. 

Final poems were submitted and a winner was chosen to repre-
sent stage 4 students (Year 7/8), Stage 5 students (Year 9/10) 
and Stage 6 students (Year 11/12). The quality of the poems 
produced was genuinely inspiring and thought provoking, with so-
phisticated use of language, form and structure. Due to the large 
number of poems submitted by year 7 students, a decision was 
made to choose two poems to represent this grade.

Tonight the four winning poems will be presented as live readings. 
Congratulations to the winning poets. As poets are not necessar-
ily performers, only one of the writers has chosen to present her 
own work. This has given us an opportunity to utilise the fantastic 
talents of student presenters to share the work with an audi-
ence. It is particularly exciting to see some of our Primary School 
friends perform on behalf of their high school counterparts – what 
a wonderful way to build bridges between Springwood High 
School and our local Public Schools.



Response
1.    Light Show- Technical Crew 

2.    Senior Music- Alaska Defraine ‘Beautiful Day’ 

3.    Primary Shipwrecked (Faulconbridge PS) 

4.    Year 9 Music- Don’t Stop Believing 

5.    Poetry ‘The Willow Tree’ - Read by Jasmine Cook  
 (Faulconbridge PS)

6.    Film- Chris Olley 

7.    Senior Music- Quinn Forrester ‘Fly On’

8.    Primary Spiders in the Library (Faulconbridge PS)

9.    Photography - Ella Rynehart

10.     Drama Ensemble 

11.     Yr 9 Dance- Subtle Contrast
 
12.     Poetry ‘The Ordinary’ - Read by Natasha Mann   
 (Springwood HS)

13.     Primary Bushranger Bungling (Springwood PS)

14.     Jazz Band- Fly me to the moon 

15.     Yr 10 Dance - Youth 



intermission
16.      Yr 9 Drama

17.      Senior Music - Hilary Hayden
 ‘Dreaming with a broken heart’ 

18.      Primary Forest of Doom (Springwood PS)

19.      Junior Dance Ensemble- White 

20.      Poetry ‘The Truth’ - Read by Thomas Hart   
 (Springwood HS)

21.      Primary Beating the Bullies (Springwood PS)  

22.      Senior Music- Erin Jones 
 ‘Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again’

23.      Senior Dance Ensemble- To this Day 

24.      Poetry ‘Until’ - Read by Charlotte Ang    
 (Springwood PS)

25.      Year 9 Music - Superstition

26.      Primary Set in Stone (Faulconbridge PS) 

27.      Jazz Band- Soul Bossa Nova 



tech team
The Technical Team at Springwood High School has been on 
an exciting ride over the past year. Under the guidence of John 
Grimshaw the team has had an opportunity to learn from an 
industry professional with years of experience. John Grimshaw 
has brought a new approach to both the operations and hardware 
in the hall and we and benefiting greatly from his energy, 
expertise and professionalism. In addition to John, the students 
have also had the opportunity to work with Colleen McArthur, 
Phillipa Freitag and Rhiannon McArthur, a former Springwood 
High School student who brings years of experience working in 
school productions, sound and lighting. 

For ‘Response’, students have been working in designated areas 
of lighting, sound, stage craft, front of house, as well as a range 
of technical and back-stage operations. 

Tonight’s show will kick-off with a sound and lighting show which 
will showcase many of the new ‘toys’ and skills students are now 
working with on a weekly basis as it is their selected sport.

As well as the sound and lighting show, the team will be responsi-
ble for the entire technical operations of ‘Response’.

Lily Reid  Hugo Scott  Hayden Scott
Delilah Scott  Max Ogle  Lachlan Grimshaw
Taylor Cole  Justin Kelley  Luke Wood
William Goodwin David Strudwick Cameron Bartie
Ethan Webster Jai Talmege  Lucas Pedley  
Lauren Henderson Travis Driver-Pascoe 
Royang Huangfu Murray



springwood & 
faulconbridge 
public schools 

drama performances

The primary schools’ process began with a group of dedicated 
High School student mentors. These mentors chose a piece of 
music inspired by Tamara Mendels’ art - specifically her piece titled 
‘Luminescent Ultramarine Bolt’. They felt the thin tendrils and lines 
of the artwork were captured through the slow build of the music. 
The darker swirls of colour and the bright green splash of resin 
connected in their minds to the rise in music as it reaches its cre-
scendo. The music then became the centrepiece for a combined 
primary schools workshop in which each primary school group - 
under the guidance and direction of their high school mentors - 
developed a narrative to respond to the music. Tonight you will 
see six primary school pieces, all performed to the same piece of 
music but all unique and different. It is a wonderful showcase of 
the combined imagination of the High School and Primary School 
students. Congratulations to them all.



Performance Title:    ‘The Forest of Doom’

School:    Springwood Public School

Participants:    Elizabeth Diamante
     Freyja Cook
     Georgia Bottomley
     Scarlet Abel
     Kate Pankhurst
     Maia Bassa
     Edie Winslow
     Heidi Allen
What better place to play with your friends than the forest behind 
your house? The dense foliage provides perfect cover for a game 
of hide-and-seek. The shade of the trees a fantastic antidote to 
hot summer days. But what if the forest doesn’t want to let you go. 
What if the forest wants keep you in its branched arms forever?

Student Mentors/Directors:  Ashleigh Grimshaw
     Hannah Travers
     Ellie Wesley



Performance Title:   ‘Bushranger Bungling’

School:    Springwood Public School

Participants:    Lucy Hathorthwaite
     Joshua Birlocchio
     Maddie Van Til 
     Sia-Rose Campbell
     Charlotte Ang
     Lucy Stewart
     Eleanor Brown
     Maddison Heathcote
     Emily Thompson
     Brodie Hughes

A turn-of-the-century, outback police station was a dangerous place to be. Any 
moment the law could be challenged by those most infamous of Australian crim-
inals: The Bushrangers. Could the thieves get away with a daring daylight rob-
bery? Or did the police win the day? 

Student Mentors/Directors:  Caitlin Marlor
     Emily Pickering
     Ariana Schmidt



Performance Title:   ‘Beating the Bullies’

School:    Springwood Public School

Participants:    Henry Weaver
     Max Renneberg
     Liam Golder
     Sophia Joyner
     Peri Webb
     Alicia Smith
     Molly O’Connor-Hurni
     Molly Boys
     Nina Manning
     Mia Leach 

We all know it’s true - the Bullies are out there. At the park. In the 
tunnel. On the train. Among the trees. If only we could use our en-
vironment to stand up, to be brave, and to show those bullies who’s 
boss. Well…maybe we can.

Student Mentors/Directors:  Kate Bonner
        Kawthar Ghazli
     Michael Pankhurst

Primary Teacher Facilitator:Mr Gary Halpin 

A word from Mr Halpin:
  
‘Response’ has provided students from our school with an opportunity to work 
collaboratively with mentors from Springwood High School. The primary stu-
dents have thoroughly enjoyed the creative input the process has allowed them. 
Their ideas have been embraced by their high school mentors, who have helped 
turn these ideas into visually appealing pieces for the audience. The ownership 
of the pieces belongs entirely to those students in the group. Springwood Public 
School students have also enjoyed the relationships they have developed with 
their mentors, as well as the ability to share the process with their peers from 
Faulconbridge Public School.



 Performance Title:   ‘Shipwrecked’

School:    Faulconbridge Public School

Participants:  Hallam Baker  Abigail Batchelor
   Charli Settree  Lauren Walford
   Alyssa Cass  Georgia Emmanuel
   Ella Holland  Milla Leah
   Isabella Padovan Liam Pickering
   Tegan Boyce  Stephanie Mader
   Lucy Saunderson
   Alesha O’Leary-Nixon

The sea is a place of constant change. A place of fun and tragedy. Being on a 
ship at sea can be the treat of a life time. Passengers can party the day away, 
oblivious to the dangers lurking below the glimmering surface. History is littered 
with lost laughs and shipwrecked dreams. Here is a true journey of a life time.

Student Mentors/Directors:  Tamsin Butler
     Katherine Crosse
     Mara Lee-Griswold

In the beginning there was a piece of music and some people with ears. When 
the music stopped there was a cacophony of chatter. And then the work be-
gan. Our high school mentors harnessed their young artists and kept them on 
Earth. Now and again there were arguments and even tears. There was shar-
ing and caring too. And there was the gradual formation of a vision and a story. 
I love that our three groups of students could hear the same piece of music but 
come up with such different performances.
 
Behind all art there is work. Sometimes this work is boring if we have to listen 
to directions or if we have to wait for our turn to practise. Sometimes this work 
is frustrating if the person next to us keeps goofing off or if we can’t remember 
our moves. Sometimes it’s scary when we know all eyes are on us. No matter 
how the show goes on the night, the students of Faulconbridge have been on 
a fantastic creative journey and learned a lot about the process of drama and 
about each other and about themselves. Thanks to our very clever and patient 
high school mentors for sharing and caring.

Paul Thomson
Faulconbridge Public School



Performance Title:   ‘set in stone’

School:    Faulconbridge Public School

Participants:    Jasmine Cook
     Laura Travers
     Eliza Bles
     Tia Gellatly
     Millie Penrose
     Nathan Burnard
     Angus Goodwin
     Ashleigh Halpin
     Tegan Irons
     Elayna Lee Bruna
     Elise Lynch
     Joseph Maidment
     Emily Murray
     Chloe Neale
     Eleanor Ogle
     Breeana Woods

Museums hold treasure and secrets. The faces in the statues and 
the paintings have seen every sweet wrapper dropped and are 
always on the lookout for naughty children. Now and again they 
will raise an eyebrow in surprise or disappointment. But when one 
of their own is taken from them, they will break from their shackles 
and take back what is theirs. Do not touch the exhibits.

Student Mentors/Directors:  Sophie Jansens
     Zoe Scott
     Kristan Sharp



Performance Title:   ‘Spiders in the Library’

School:    Faulconbridge Public School

Participants:    Oliver Rheinberger
     Jaiden Bes
     Kade Camwell
     Lyam Grayson
     Joe Iversen
     Owen Miller
     Kyuss Stewart
     Ella Trueman
     Ben Wass
     Ava Donelan
     Maria Drummond
     Jack Hunter
     Natalya Palomino
     Millie Robinson
     Andrew Williams
     Kirrily Wood
     
A good book can be captivating. We can become lost in the pages 
and feel like we never want to return. If a good book is one that 
captures our attention, what makes a good library? Is it perhaps a 
place that not only captures our attention but also keeps us forever 
in its walls?

Student Mentors/Directors:  Tabitha Butler
     Lochlan Whaites
     Xandy Whatmuff

Primary Teacher Facilitator: Mr Paul Thomson 
     Faulconbridge Public School



music and the jazz band

Since its composition in 1962, “Soul Bossa Nova” has been a regular on TV 
and in Film. Quincy Jones’ piece features a repetitive structure, ornamented 
by brass ‘stabs’ and a differing bridge. Perhaps its most famous use is in the 
soundtrack for ‘Austin Powers’. Much like the 1960s, (and, indeed, some of 
Tamara Mendels’ work), “Soul Bossa Nova” is a colourful work, outlined by a 
solid, familiar structure.

Whilst many jazz standards were written as an opportunity for the compos-
er to express their inner feelings, “Fly Me To The Moon” is unapologetically 
cheerful. Featuring a repeating structure, the ‘interest’ in this piece comes from 
its romantic lyrics, and its upbeat tempo. Perhaps one of the most interesting 
features of Tamara Mendels’ work is the striking use of colour. “Fly Me To The 
Moon” is as vibrant, cheerful, and positive as jazz standards get!

“SOUL BOSSA NOVA” – Quincy Jones
“FLY ME TO THE MOON” – (Standard) Bart Howard

Musicians
Alaska Defraine  Hilary Hayden  Erin Jones
Baillie-Rae Cobb Eliza Curry  Macklan de Groot
Izobelle Firmstone Lachlan Grimshaw Natasha Jackman
Grace McGarry  Annabel McInnes Jarrod Robins
Hugo Scott  Jackson Sharp  Caitlin Stratford
Naomi Taylor  Bella Brown  Eliza Curry
David Driscoll  Maddison McCloghry Peter Simpson
Caitlin Stratford  Lucas Staton  Hannah Travers
Florence Sefton  Jack Maidment  Daniel Micallef 
Georgia Ubergang Olivia McInness  Max Ogle
Patrick Hatton  Mara-Lee Griswold



YR 9 DRAMA

Year 9 Drama students have been working with professional performer 
and teacher Tanya Richards.  Tanya is a very experienced industry per-
former who specialises in physical theatre, circus skills and manages her 
own theatre company. 

Over this term Tanya has been workshopping and developing a physical 
theatre piece with Year 9 Drama students. This piece has been influence 
by local contemporary artist Tamara Mendels, whose gestural, colourful, 
technology based paintings have inspired the shapes and movement in 
this physical theatre piece.  The students are very grateful for this unique 
opportunity to work with a professional performer, and we would like to 
thank Tanya for her time and expertise.

Libby Adams  Phoebe Arabi  Kate Bonner
Maddy Brewster Djed Curtis  Rowan Carr
Jared Evans  William Goodwin Aaron Gurr
Phoebe Hackney Lauren Henderson Ayla Watkins
Sophia White  India Cook (Stage Manager)

‘GESTURAL’







2016

Unlike all other performances tonight that are in direct ‘Response’  
to the work of Tamara Mendels, our final work for the night is a 
taste of what is to come in 2016. This montage of music and dance 
is just to introduce the audience to some of the tunes that will be 
filling the hallways of Springwood High School in the very near fu-
ture. Footloose is a positive and updated coming of age story that 
will challenge students in all of the creative disciplines. 

looking ahead - 
footloose 
the musical



special thanks
tamara mendels

JOHN GRIMSHAW - SOUND AND LIGHTING EXPERTISE

TANYA RICHARDS FOR HER EXPERTISE AND WORK IN 
PHYSICAL THEATRE

GARY HALPIN AND SPRINGWOOD PUBLIC AS WELL AS 
Paul thomson AND FAULCONBRIDGE PUBLIC FOR 
THEIR ORGANISATION AND SUPPORT OF THE EVENT

COLLEEN MCARTUR - FRONT OF HOUSE

RHIANNON MCARTHUR - SOUND AND LIGHTING

CAPA FACULTY FOR THEIR ENTHUSIAMS AND EFFORT

SPRINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL EXECUTIVE FOR THEIR 
ONGOING SUPPORT OF THE ARTS

BARBARA VAN KESSELL, JANET SMITH AND PAM WEST 
FOR THEIR ORGANISATION OF POETRY

year 7, 8 & 9 STUDENT MENTORS FOR THEIR WORK 
WITH THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

TAS STAFF FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING CATERING


